DRAFT Minutes – 5-20-04

Regular WBAI LSB Meeting

Musician’s Union

New York City.

Announced on-air

 Chair and Secretary present

Board members present constituting a quorum:

Paul Surovell, Steve Brown, Luanne Pennesi,  Carolyn Birden, Berthold Reimers, Miguel Maldonado, Alex Steinberg, Bob Lederer, Shawn Rhodes, Patty Heffley, Alice Shields, Bob Owens, Kathy Goldman, R.paul Martin, Roger Manning, Paul DeRienzo, Cerene Roberts, Yvonne Liu, Zara Khan, Ray Laforest.

Absent: Lawrence Lucas, Michael Warren, Tiokasin Ghosthorse, Mariana Gaston,

LateArrivals, Khan, Laforest, Liu, Roberts, 
Don Rojas ex-officio General Manger   7:15PM

Meeting is brought to order

at  6:51 by Chair Berthold Reimers

Motion by Heffley to approve 4-28 minutes, seconded

Discussion 

Motion to amend by Di Rienzo that late arrivals be stricken from the minutes due to the circumstances
Vote: fails

Motion to amend by Martin to  say “delays were experienced to enter the building”

Vote: Carries

Vote to Approve the Minutes-Unanimous

[LaForest arrives 7PM]

Motion by Goldman to approve agenda,

Discussion 

Vote - Unanimous   

Motion by Brown to add 2 items to the agenda in New Business

discussion

Vote Carries

Discussion

There was a point of order made by Lederer that there should be no discussion without a motion and was suggested that Pennisi read the comments during the public comment.

Discussion as to it could be a special item, 

The point was well taken and the chair ruled that the discussion was out of order without a motion.

amendment by Steinberg to have a special item on agenda before new business where rules are suspended of requiring a motion to be discussed for 15 minutes. 

Amend ment fails.

Motion by Surovell to allow Pennisi to read the letter if there is time left during public comment and was seconded.

Discussion 

Vote:Fails

Motion by Lederer: requests to add 2 items to agenda between  to be 3 and 3a of reports: 

A motion on redefining membership on LSB committees - seconded

Motion to amend by Manning that this item be placed at beginning of new business 6A -seconded 

Vote-carries

Amended motion  redefining membership on LSB committees be placed at beginning of new business

Vote: Carries 

Motion  by Brown to move report on Affiliates by Ursula Reudenberg be moved to Reports 

Carries

Motion by Surovell to strike executive session  – seconded – motion carries 

Motion by Shields to Strike 6D – seconded - carries

Motion by Pennisi to enter her comments into minutes, seconded

Motion to amend by Shields to include only photocopies of signed letters of listeners into record of minutes.  

discussion

Vote of amendment: 

Motion by Goldman to table pending amendment, 

Vote Passes

 Vote:  to pass main motion to pass agenda

Carries

Cerene Roberts Arrives 7:33PM

Setting meeting dates and places-

Motion by Shields to accept dates of next meetings, seconded

Town hall meeting – June 26th

July 8th – 

Discussion about conflicts of Juneteinth(19th), LGBT Pride day(27th), Hip Hop day (26th)

Amendment by Roberts to set town hall- Sunday, June 20th  and Wed. July 7th as regular meeting

Vote for amendment- Carries

Vote for motion – Carries

Motion by Goldman that board meet in a transportation accessible location for 2 meetings and then 1 in not such a place, seconded

Motion to refer to new space committee by Heffley
Motion passes

next meeting at June 10th so orange NJ

Roberts wants to go on record that some were working on Newark location

PUBLIC COMMENT

#1 – regarding rules in membership in committees. Commonplace that people recuse themselves when they have a conflict of interest.

#2 – a time when the lab often came into the station came in and answered phones during fund drives. Would give people a sense of how things are going. Wants LSB to answer phones. 

#3 reference to june 20th is Clearwater festival – will volunteer to work a table there for WBAI, we should not pull on the same audience.

#4 – member of programming committee – sees creative and obstruction in the meetings. There are problems and urges need for cooperation and willingness to let go of personal grievances and agendas.

-#5 the station is in trouble – LSB should not cost the station money. LSB should dig into pockets. 

#6 – started listening to WBAI 3 yrs ago. Found it interesting in a humanist fashion. Everyone would like to see us cease to exist. We are setting an example and we need to do our best and address the issues. Encourage a sense of humor and a degree of lightness

#7. – committees are wasting a bit of time in the membership requirements – encourage the LSB to clarify who a member is


#8 – don’t listen to too many shows – I don’t like the shows I do hear much anymore. The discussion tonight about where we are going to have parties and where we are going to meet. We are in the center of the world – there has to be another way to have listener participation.


#9.-on his way down and he said he was on the way to a fight and hoped that a board meeting would break out. He finds the personal attacks quite disconcerting. We should find a consensus. 

#10 -  producer of on the count. Member of elections review, programming and waivers committee. Very annoyed. LSB is not acting democratically and not allowing listeners to participate. Rigid restrictions 

objects. No agenda did not appear until today. Pass a resolution that an agenda be posted 3 days ahead. 

Anti black behavior is alive and well at WBAI. It needs to be addressed. 

#11 – wants to follow up. member of several committees. Appreciates Bob Lederer’s motion in the committee. Controversial votes cast.  Black people nor Asians were not allowed to vote and no discussion was allowed to happen. Issue of democratization – minimum of 30 minutes of public comment. 

#12 – LSB retreat coming up – hope those that don’t attend will be posted and will be criticized for not attending. Power and rules of committees and chairman. Rad a boodk about corporate boards.
#13 – comment- ever since last year since the winter attending meetings bi-weekly women’s program- why is WBAI refusing to schedule weekly women’s programming. 

#14 – board please expand the listenership start making sure that there are young people reached out to. 

#15 – Hope that this is in interest of transparency – concerning the letter that was to be read by LSB member – how did people know how to contact you – did you know  - why is it important for the writers to know the reaction of the board?

#16 – Lots of frustration in the room. What is crucially at stake we cannot address. We must put our shoulders to the wheel and make sure that there is a public discussion in this country. Too much 

could there be a pre-meeting to address scheduling, etc. so we could address crucial issues.

#17 – first and probably last time he will attend. Needs an agenda, name tags, demographics are laugable and regarding the agenda. An item as to how much money the station needs.

End of Public Comment.

Pass the hat for room rental.

General Manager’s report concerning the new development director, the fundraiser, new premiums, money raising initiatives, and a report by the operations director were the issues. 

Report Radio Committee by Rhodes

Motion by Rhodes to recommendations in report be approved by LSB and that this committee be authorized to continue to the end of the 2004. Seconded

Amendment by Steinberg to that staff reps that have experience on the air be the facilitators, seconded.

Vote FAILS

Question called by Manning – Passes
Motion by Roberts to table report, seconded

Vote- table fails

Amend motion by Lederer to prioritize by one year term members to go first. 

Vote: Carries

Amendment by Roberts

To reformat the program so that more than one topic is covered in each show. 

Motion fails

Amendment of Motion by Steinberg that selection for possible host of show to include listener reps as well as staff reps, 

Vote:Carries

Calling the question by Brown – Passes

Motion report be approved by LSB and that this committee be authorized to continue to the end of the 2004 and prioritize by one year term members to go first and that selection for possible host of show to include listener reps as well as staff reps

VOTE Passes

Management Evaluation by Goldman

Committee met and requested and received from management job descriptions of General Manager and Program Director. 

Formed a working group 

Membership Fundraising and Outreach Committee by Laforest – moved to last of committee reports

Programming committee by Steinberg 

Comments of dissent added by Roberts 

Finance committee

Motion by Surovell LSB authorizes Treasurer Surovell to schedule Finance committee meeting after ’05 budget.

Vote: carries
Will get ’05 budget Monday and will distribute to public if acceptable 

Election review committee – 

Report read by Lederer, Bill Murkowski,-Structure  Kevin Thornburne – Rules , Lederer - Education and Airtime, Ayo Harrington – waivers , follow up by Lederer.

Motion by Lederer:

The Local Elections Review committee requests that the LSB extend the committee until June 30th in order to assist with implementation of PNB decisions on election matters.

Discussion

Point of order by Lederer, one motion is on the floor. The point was well taken by the chair.

Call the question: Vote: Fails.

Motion to amend by Surovell that the elections committee be allowed to continue indefinitely, seconded.

Motion by Shields to add to amendment that rules of membership be applied  same as the standing Finance Committee. Seconded.

Point of order that Table takes Precedence over any other motion. Point was well taken and vote was made.

Motion to Table by  DiRienzo - seconded.

Vote: 11 Opposed –6

Table:Passes
Motion to adjourn by DiRienzo
Vote: Passes

Meeting adjourned at 10:17PM

Submitted by

Patty Heffley

Secretary WBAI LSB

PAGE  
5

